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ANNUAL CONFERENCE: 
As a professional organization concerned with advancement of the science and practice of medicine in 
the specialty of forensic psychiatry, CAPL has established an annual conference devoted to promote 
standards of practice and further the continuing education of practicing forensic psychiatrists. Held 
annually in the spring, this conference features a 4-day core scientific program and pre-conference 
seminars.  
 
GOALS: 
The conference provides attendees with an excellent opportunity to meet virtually with colleagues across 
the country and discuss their respective clinical, academic and research interests as well as standards 
governing the practice. The main goals of the conference are dissemination of current knowledge in 
forensic psychiatry and the related parent field of psychiatry, refresh skills in the fundamentals of the 
discipline and discuss advances in research relevant to the discipline. 
 
TARGET AUDIENCE: 
Psychiatrists working at the interface of law and psychiatry, and any physician and professional interested 
in furthering their knowledge in this area. 
 
GENERAL OBJECTIVES: (for specific learning objectives, please see pages 16-23)  
At the end of this conference, participants will be able to: 

• appreciate the diversity of forensic psychiatry including criminal and civil matters; 

• discuss about complex clinical cases and recent case law; 

• implement treatment programs for mentally disorders offenders; 

• directly apply new knowledge into their own practice.  
 

ACCREDITATION: 
“This event is an accredited group learning activity (section 1) as defined by the Maintenance of Certification Program 
of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, and approved by the Canadian Psychiatric Association 
(CPA). You may claim a maximum of 24.5 hours.” 
 
“The specific opinions and content of this event are not necessarily those of the CPA, and are the responsibility of the 
organizer(s) alone.” 

 
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE:  

 
 
 
 
 

                    

 

 

• Julie Bérubé-Fortin, MD 

• Brad Booth, MD 

• Alberto Choy, MD 

• Padraig Darby, MD 

• Roland Jones, MD 

• Priya Khalsa, Medical student  
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• Phil Klassen, MD 

• Rakesh Lamba, MD 

• Mario Moscovici, MD 

• Victoria Roth, MD 
 

• Chantal Goddard, Meeting Organizer 
Goddard Communications 

 
 



PRE-CONFERENCE SEMINARS ($) 
 

PRE-CONFERENCE SEMINAR #1 
(space is limited, register early!) 
 
Sunday, April 14 - 9:00-12:00 
 

Boot Camp on Forensic Clinical Sexology and New Thinking 
on Risk Assessment 
 
Brad D. Booth, MD, FRCPC  
Head, Division of Forensic Psychiatry, UOttawa 
Associate professor, UOttawa 
Vice-Chair, Forensic Psychiatry Subspecialty Committee, RCPSC 
 
Alberto Choy, MD, FRCPC  
Sexual Behaviours Program 
Forensic Assessment and Community Services, Alberta Health Services 
Associate Teaching Professor, University of Alberta 
 
Philip Klassen, MD, FRCPC  
Vice-President Medical Affairs and Research 
Ontario Shores Centre for Mental Health Sciences 
Assistant Professor, University of Toronto 
 
Patrick Lussier, PhD 
Professor, School of Social Work and Criminology, Université Laval 
Researcher, Centre International de Criminologie Comparée (CICC) 
Researcher, Centre de recherche universitaire sur les jeunes et les familles (CRUJeF) 

 
Learning Objectives: 
At the end of the presentation, the participant will be able to: 
 

1. Define and distinguish paraphilias from paraphilic disorders; 
2. Describe key elements of a sexological history and psychophysiological testing methods that 

may be utilized in assessment; 
3. Understand what we know about the risk of sexual recidivism and its evolution over time; 
4. Understand the risk management strategies used and their impact on risk; 
5. Develop an international perspective on risk, risk management of sexual recidivism. 
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Description: 
Forensic clinical sexology is a core subspecialty within forensic psychiatry, as sexual offenders are a 
part of all forensic mental health services.  This pre-conference seminar aims to provide a practical 
overview on the assessment and treatment of sexual offenders. The PCS features Dr. Patrick Lussier 
and his voluminous research on sex offender recidivism over time, which raises important questions 
about use of sex offender recidivism instruments. In light of this research, forensic psychiatrists may 
need to re-examine risk communication in sex offender assessment. 

 
Bio – Patrick Lussier, PhD 

 
Patrick Lussier is Professor at the School of Social Work and Criminology at Université Laval, in Quebec 
City, Canada. Dr. Lussier was previously a Professor at the School of Criminology at Simon Fraser 
University. He has been involved in research for over 20 years and has more than 170 publications on 
topics such as criminological theory of crime, risk assessment and risk management, criminal careers 
and offending trajectories, developmental criminology, and sexual offending over the life course. His 
work has been published in academic journals such as Criminology, Criminal Justice and Behavior, 
Journal of Criminal Justice, Justice Quarterly, Journal of Quantitative Criminology, and Sexual Abuse. Dr. 
Lussier is the Editor-in-Chief of the Canadian Journal of Criminology and Criminal Justice. He recently 
co-authored, with Dr. Evan McCuish (Simon Fraser University) and Dr. Jesse Cale (Griffith University), 
the book entitled Understanding sexual offending: An evidence-based response to myths and 
misconceptions (Springer, 2021) 

 

PRE-CONFERENCE SEMINAR #2 
(space is limited, register early!) 
 
Sunday, April 14 - 13:00-16:00 
 

Staying out of Trouble on the Stand: Avoiding and Mitigating 
Legal Pitfalls in Forensic Psychiatry 
 
PRESENTER 
 
Katharine Byrick 
Partner – Health Law 
BLG, Canada Law Firm 
 
DISCUSSANTS 
 
Philip Klassen, MD, FRCPC  
Vice-President Medical Affairs and Research 
Ontario Shores Centre for Mental Health Sciences 
Assistant Professor, University of Toronto 
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Rakesh Lamba, MD, FRCPC 
Medical Director, 
Forensic Regional Clinics, 
BC Mental Health and Substance Use Services 
 
And more… 
 
 

Learning Objectives: 
At the end of the presentation, the participant will be able to: 
 

1. Describe situations in which expert conduct/evidence has been criticized by the Court;  
2. Identify key elements of due diligence for forensic psychiatric experts; 
3. Appreciate nuances and best practices regarding expert evidence. 

 

Description: 
BLG's Health Law group, accompanied by senior forensic psychiatrists, will review landmark cases 
in which expert evidence was scrutinized by the Court, and offer both mitigating strategies, and 
general advice on due diligence. In an evolving legal landscape, this presentation will be of interest 
to students, early career forensic psychiatrists, and more seasoned physicians. The session will be 
interactive. 
 

Bio – Katharine Byrick 
 

Katharine Byrick is a partner at BLG, where she has practiced exclusively in health law for over 
20 years. Katharine provides strategic and practical legal advice and support to hospital 
leadership and front line staff on a wide range of issues, including mental health, issues 
dealing with challenging patient care situations and navigating the sometimes complicated 
legal framework for patient care. Katharine acts for health care organizations and their staff in 
responding to medical malpractice litigation as well as before health care regulatory bodies, 
administrative tribunals and the Courts. Katharine is one of the co-authors of the OHA’s A 
Practical Guide to Mental Health and the Law and is the author of the OHA’s Managing 
Transitions: A Guidance Document.  
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PROGRAM 
 
Saturday, April 13  

 
Sunday, April 14 – 9:00 - 16:00 
(Pre-Conference Seminars) 

 
 
 

15:00-17:00 On-site registration for Pre-Conference Seminars attendees only                3rd Floor 

08:00-09:00 On-site Registration                                                   South Ballroom Foyer, 3rd Floor 

09:00-12:00 PRE-CONFERENCE SEMINAR #1 ($) 
 
Boot Camp on Forensic Clinical Sexology and New Thinking on Risk Assessment  
Presenters: 
Brad D. Booth, MD, FRCPC  
Alberto Choy, MD, FRCPC  
Philip Klassen, MD, FRCPC  
Patrick Lussier, PhD 

 

12:00-13:00 Lunch (included in pre-conference seminars registration) 

13:00-16:00 PRE-CONFERENCE SEMINAR #2 ($) 
 
Staying out of Trouble on the Stand: Avoiding and Mitigating Legal Pitfalls in Forensic 
Psychiatry 
Presenter: 
Katharine Byrick 
Partner – Health Law, BLG, Canada Law Firm 
 
Discussants: 
Philip Klassen, MD, FRCPC  
Rakesh Lamba, MD, FRCPC 
And more… 
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Sunday, April 14 
(Annual Conference – Preliminary Agenda) 

 

Monday, April 15  
(Annual Conference) 
 
CONCURRENT SESSIONS  South Ballroom, 3rd Floor                      North Ballroom, 3rd Floor            

 Correctional psychiatry             Secure Recovery                        

8:25-8:30 Welcome                    Moderator: Brad Booth Welcome                            Moderator: Alberto Choy 

8:30-8:50 2. Substance Use in a Correctional Setting 
Presenter: Nickie Mathew 

7. Ethical Dilemmas in Coercive Interventions: 
Navigating the Complex Terrain of Forensic 
Psychiatry 
Presenter: Gary Chaimowitz 

8:50-9:10 3. The Overrepresentation of FASD Among 
DOs in Canada 
Presenter: Stephen Lee-Cheong 

8. Evaluating the Implementation of an Animal-
Assisted Intervention in a Forensic Psychiatry 
Setting 
Presenter: Bailea Erb 

9:10-9:30 4. A Scoping Review on the Abuse and 
Misuse Potential of Azapirones: Findings in 
Individuals with a History of Incarceration 
and Substance Use Disorder 
Presenter: Carl Zhou 

 
 
 
9. The Importance of Shame and Guilt in Secure 
Recovery 
Panel: Sergio Santana, Oluyemisi Ajeh, Priya Khalsa 9:30-9:50 

 
5. Nabilone for Treatment of PTSD 
Nightmares in Correctional Populations 
Presenters: Andrew Bickle, Graham Glancy, 
Najat Khalifa 

9:50-10:10 
 
 

 
 
6. ADHD in Corrections – Peculiar Challenges 
and Practical Solutions 
Panel: Natasha Usenko, Daniel J. Slick, 
Santoch S. Rai, Nickie Mathew, Keith G. 
Dawson 

10. Cultivating Confidence in the Practice of 
Secure Recovery Through Education of Forensic 
Interprofessional Staff 
Presenter: Alexander Simpson 

10:10-10:30 
 

11. Secure Recovery Care Education for Forensic 
Staff – A narrative review 
Presenter: Alexander Simpson 

14:00-17:00 On-site Registration                                                                  South Ballroom Foyer, 3rd Floor 

16:30-16:45 Welcoming Remarks and Fellowship Award                                                South Ballroom, 3rd Floor 

16:45-17:45 
(45 m. + 15 m. 
Q&A) 

1. Opening presentation 
Strategic Collaboration: Driving Change Through Data & Relationships 
Dr. Hygiea Casiano 
President, Canadian Psychiatric Association  
Medical Director, Adult Forensic Mental Health Services Forensic Psychiatrist & Child and 
Adolescent  
Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry, University of Manitoba 

18:00-19:00 Welcome Reception                                                                                    English Bay, 3rd Floor 
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20-minute presentation: 15 min. + 5 min. Q&A  
40-minute presentation: 30 min. + 10 min. Q&A 
60-minute presentation: 45 min. + 15 min. Q&A 



 
10h30-10h50 Networking break and Connect Café 
 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS  South Ballroom, 3rd Floor                     North Ballroom, 3rd Floor              
 Bias, Gender and Culture  

Moderator: Padraig Darby 
PTSD/Terrorism 
Moderator: Roland Jones  

10:50-11:10 12. Bias Management: Beating Baked in Bias 
Potential in Singapore 
Presenters: Jason Lee, Todd Tomita 

15. The Psychic Life of Violence: Offence-related 
Posttraumatic Stress 
Presenter: Juliette Dupré 

11:10-11:30 13. An Investigation of Racial Bias among 
Structured Professional Judgement Risk 
Ratings 
Presenter: Neil Hogan 

16. PTSD Treatment Guidelines in Civil Law Cases 
Presenters: Graham Glancy, Priya Khalsa 

11:30-11:50 
 

14. Forensic Psychiatry across the Gender 
Binary: Issues in Housing and Care of 
Transgender Individuals 
Panel: Kineta Valoo, Juliette Dupré 

17. Terrorism Typologies: Pitfalls and Future 
Directions 
Panel: Najat Khalifa, Allen R. Dyer 
 

11:50-12:10 

 
12:10-13:30 Lunch for Residents (Free time for others)                                                      Kitsilano & Kerrisdale, 3rd Floor                                                                         

 
CONCURRENT SESSIONS  South Ballroom, 3rd Floor                      North Ballroom, 3rd Floor            

 Technology and Innovation 
Moderator: Phil Klassen 

Systems and Infrastructure 
Moderator: Priya Khalsa 

13:30 -13:50 18. Using DASA and APP to Reduce 
Aggression, Restraints and Seclusion, and 
PRN Use at a Tertiary Mental Health Hospital 
in Ontario 
Presenters: Elizabeth Coleman, Cathy 
Duivesteyn 

22. System Impacts: How a Single Court Order can 
Impact Bed Flow 
Presenters: Laeticia Eid, Amina Ali, Leisha Senko, 
Padraig Darby  
 
 

13:50 - 14:10 19. AI Assisted Forensic Assessment: Future 
or Flop? 
Presenter: Mario Moscovici 

 
 
23. Reforming the Forensic Mental Health System 
in Québec: A Provincial Project to Optimize 
Trajectories of Forensic Patients 
Panel: Stéphanie Borduas-Pagé, Mathieu Dufour, 
Antoine Perreault 
 
 

14:10-14:30 20. Using Artificial Intelligence in Predicting 
Violence: How helpful is it now and could it 
be? 
Presenters: George Wiehahn, Mario Moscovici 

14:30-14:50 
 
 

 
21. Pioneering the Future in Forensic 
Psychiatry Innovations 
Panel: Gary Chaimowitz, Mini Mamak, Diana 
Marginean, Bailea Erb 

 
24. Infrastructure Change: How Toronto’s Court 
Amalgamation Impacts Patient Pathways 
Panel: Amina Ali, Laeticia Eid, Jennifer Lofft, Leisha 
Senko 

14:50-15h10 
 
 

 
 

15:10-15:30 Networking break and Connect Café  
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20-minute presentation: 15 min. + 5 min. Q&A  
40-minute presentation: 30 min. + 10 min. Q&A 
60-minute presentation: 45 min. + 15 min. Q&A 



 CONCURRENT SESSIONS  South Ballroom, 3rd Floor                     (North Ballroom, 3rd Floor              
 Policy and Guidelines                          

Moderator: Victoria Roth 
Typologies/Risks               
Moderator: Brad Booth 

15:30-15:50  
 
25. The Canadian Guidelines for Forensic 
Psychiatry Assessment and Report Writing – 
Experiences, Evaluation and Impact One Year 
Later 
Panel: Lisa Ramshaw, Mathieu Dufour 

29. A Novel Syndemic of Psychosis, Substance 
Use, Social Adversity, and Criminal Justice 
Involvement 
Presenter: Bushra M. Khan 

15:50-16:10 30. Lifetime patterns of violence in a cohort of 
non-forensic patients with Schizophrenia 
Spectrum Disorders 
Presenter: Alexander Simpson 

16:10-16:30 26. Application of the Canadian Guidelines 
for Forensic Psychiatry Assessments in New 
Brunswick’s Legal Practice from the Crown’s 
Perspective 
Presenters: Yu Chen Yue, Lisa Ramshaw 

31. A Comparison of People with a Sexual Offence 
History and People with a Non-Sexual Offence 
History: Substance Use Patterns, Mental Health 
Needs, and Concurrent Disorders 
Presenter: Austin Lam 

16:30-16:50 
 
 

27. Developing Guidelines for the Causation 
Analysis in Civil Forensic Psychiatric 
Assessments 
Panel: Maryana Kravtsenyuk, Charl Els, Mohit 
Singh, Brendan Leier, Barry Gelinas, Rose M. Carter 

 
32. Man’s Best Friend or More than Friends - 
Psychiatric, Legal and Ethical Approaches to 
Bestiality and Zoophilia 
Panel: Bushra M. Khan, Kineta Valoo, Leisha Senko  
 

16:50-17:10 

17:10-17:30 28. Workplace Violence in the COVID Era: 
Harassment and Threats Against Public 
Health Professionals in Canada 
Presenter: Cheryl Regehr 

33. Violence Risk Management Tools Used in 
Forensic and Acute Psychiatry in North America: a 
Literature Review 
Presenters: Maria A. Rosca, Alexandre Hudon 

18:00-18:30 
 
18:30-19:30 
 
 
 
 
 
19:30 

Cocktail                                                                                                                                
 
Moderator: Phil Klassen                                                                                           South Ballroom, 3rd Floor             
34. Risk Assessment and Management In Online Sexual Offending 
Michael Seto, Ph.D., C.Psych.  

Director, Forensic Research Unit,  

University of Ottawa's Institute of Mental Health Research at The Royal 

Professor in Psychiatry, University of Ottawa 
Dinner                                                                                                                                                       

 

Tuesday, April 16 
(Annual Conference) 
 

 New Research/Training -  Moderator: Mario Moscovici                               South & North Ballroom                                                                     

8:25-8:30 Welcome                                                                                                                  

8:30-8:50 35. Examining Retinal Abnormalities in Psychiatric Patients with Schizophrenia using an 
Electroretinogram 
Presenter: Arianna Davids 

8:50-9:10 36. It is Advantageous to Have High Psychopathic Traits Unless you Meet Someone of your own 
Kind: Experimental Results from the Prisoner's Dilemma 
Presenter: Nathan Kolla 

9:10-9:30 37. A Bibliometric Analysis of Research in the Field of Forensic Psychiatry 
Presenter: Mark Mohan Kaggwa 

9:30-9:50 38. The Needs and Wants of a Medical Student in a Forensic Psychiatry Learning Environment 
Presenters: Genna Di Pinto, Claudia Wakulchyk, Curtis Woods, Maryana Kravtsenyuk 

9:50-10:10 39. Seeking Out-of-Province Forensic Psychiatry Training - A Tale of Three Psychiatrists 
Presenters: Julie Bérubé-Fortin, Xiang (Sean) Li, Lily Van 
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20-minute presentation: 15 min. + 5 min. Q&A  
40-minute presentation: 30 min. + 10 min. Q&A 
60-minute presentation: 45 min. + 15 min. Q&A 



 
10:10-10:40 Networking break and Connect Café 
  

 
13:45-14:00 Networking break and Connect Café 

 

 

 Community/Absconding - Moderator: Julie Bérubé-Fortin                           South & North Ballroom                                                                     

10:40-11:00 
 

40. Staff Supervised Community Access for Forensic Psychiatric Patients: Patient Demographics, 
Risk Characteristics, and Adverse Events 
Presenter: Christian Farrell 

11:00-11:20 41. Media Representation and Public Perception of Forensic Absconders 
Presenters: Hira Aslam, Mark Kaggwa 

11:20-11:40 42. Retrospective Qualitative and Descriptive Analysis of Community Treatment Orders in the 
Province of Quebec for the Year 2022 
Presenters: Alexandre Hudon, Ann-Julie Huberdeau, Jad Awad 

11:40-12:00 43. No Longer a Significant Threat? Patterns and Predictors of Reoffending Post Absolute 
Discharge 
Presenter: Roland Jones 

12:00-13:15 
(15 m. to get lunch 
box) 
45 m. + 15 m. Q&A 

Lunch presentation                                                                                                South & North Ballroom                                                                                                                                    
Moderator: Rakesh Lamba 
 
44. National Trajectory Project–Community (NTP-C): A Pan-Canadian Exploration of 
Opportunities and Obstacles to Successful Community Reintegration of Canadian Forensic 
Psychiatric Patients 
 Presenters: Tonia Nicholls, Ann Crocker  

13:15-13:45 45. Poster Session                                                                                      Kitsilano & Kerrisdale, 3rd Floor                                                                                                                                                            
A. Survival of the Fitness: On the Evolution of Standing Trial in Canada (Dennis E. Curry) 
B. Survey of Perceived Barriers to Forensic Psychiatry Training (Jiyoung Hwang) 
C. Schizophrenia Spectrum and Other Psychotic Disorders in Intrafamilial Homicide (Shuying 

Zheng) 
D. System Redesign to Address Solitary Confinement – Toolkit for Healthcare Providers (Austin 

Lam) 
E. Cultural Safety in Forensic Mental Health Services: A Literature Review (Yang Bo Zhang) 
F. Psychiatry in the Metaverse: A Needs-Based Framework for Metaverse Mental Health 

Support (Tomer Jordi Chaffer) 

 Fitness/Capacity/High Risk Accused - Moderator: Victoria Roth                  South & North Ballroom                                                                    

14:00-14:20 46. Complex Presentations for Fitness to Stand Trial - a Case of Folie à Deux and Intellectual 
Disability 
Presenter: Floyd Wood, Jiyoung Hwang 

14:20-14:40 47. R v Bharwani: Fitness to Stand Trial – Where Are We Now? Has it changed? 
Presenters: Joanne Capozzi, Maryana Kravtsenyuk 

14:40-15:00 48. Why the West is Best; Comparing Treatment Capacity Under the MHA BC vs ON 
Presenter: Georgia Walton  

15:00-15:20 
 

49. High Risk Accused (HRA): A follow-up on Recent Experiences in Québec (Highest Numbers of 
HRA) and a Review of Characteristics of NCR-MD Designated HRA  
Panel: Mathieu Dufour (Chair), Rebecca L. Douglas 15:20-15:40 

 

15:40-16:00 50. Fitness Redefined? An Analysis of the Recent Bharwani Decision 
Presenter: Shawn Baldeo 

16:15-17:45 AGM (For CAPL members only)                                                                           South & North Ballroom                                                                                                                                     

18:30-20:00 Pub – Steamworks Brew Pub ($) : 15-min walk (375 Water Street)                                                             
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20-minute presentation: 15 min. + 5 min. Q&A  
40-minute presentation: 30 min. + 10 min. Q&A 
60-minute presentation: 45 min. + 15 min. Q&A 



 
Wednesday, April 17  
(Annual Conference) 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Therapeutics/Risk Management  -  Moderator:  Rakesh Lamba          South & North Ballroom                                                                                                                                                                      

9:00-9:20 
 

51.  A Winning Combination? Amisulpride and Clozapine for Treatment-Resistant 
Schizophrenia in Forensic Inpatients 
Presenters: Melanie Strike, Amanjot Sandhu, Esa Leinonen 

9:20-9:40 
 

52.  Reboot - the Washout Experience 
Presenters: Julie Bérubé-Fortin, Marieke Berwald, Isabelle Combey 

9:40-10:00 53. Changing Habits Around Nicotine Replacement Therapy in a Secure Mental Health 
Setting 
Presenters: Amanjot Sandhu, Melanie Strike, Esa Leinonen 

10:00-10:20 
 

54.  The use of Non-Invasive Brain Stimulation Techniques to Modulate Criminogenic Risk 
Factors: New Frontiers in Forensic Psychiatry  
Panel: Najat Khalifa, Andrew Bickle  10:20-10:40 

 

10:40-11:00  
55. Serving a Life Sentence for Assault: An Interdisciplinary Approach to the Management 
of Complex and Long-term Patients Under the Provincial Review Board 
Panel: Misha Hartfeil, Cathy Duivesteyn, Andrea Gibas, Mackenzie Brooks 
 

11:00-11:20 
 

11:20 
 

Closing Remarks 
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20-minute presentation: 15 min. + 5 min. Q&A  
40-minute presentation: 30 min. + 10 min. Q&A 



ACCOMMODATION 
 
 

We strongly recommend that you book your room as soon as possible as we have a limited 
number of rooms at our group rate. Please book online HERE  
  
The base rate starts at 299$. 
 
The number of rooms is limited and reservations must be made before March 16th, 2024, 
upon availability. 
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https://reservations.travelclick.com/114717?groupID=3801602


REGISTRATION 
 

 
Full Name: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Profession: _____________________________________________________  
 
City and Province to appear on your badge: ___________________________  
 
Email: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Food restrictions/Allergies: ________________________________________ 
 
 

PLEASE CIRCLE YOUR OPTION(S) 

 

 

NOTE: 5% GST to be applied 

 

 

 

 

#1-   Boot Camp on Forensic Clinical Sexology and New Thinking on 
Risk Assessment   

(April 14, 9:00-12:00)          

B. Booth, A. Choy, P. Klassen, P. Lussier 
  

          Member $     250.00 

          Non-Member $     300.00 

          Student/Resident/Fellow  $     125.00 
#2-   Staying out of Trouble on the Stand: Avoiding and Mitigating 
Legal Pitfalls in Forensic Psychiatry 

(April 14, 13:00-16:00) 
K. Byrick, P. Klassen, R. Lamba and more… 
 

          Member $      250.00   

          Non-Member $      300.00  

          Student/Resident/Fellow $      125.00 

A. PRE-CONFERENCE SEMINARS 
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    NOTE: 5% GST to be applied 
*Includes Welcome reception on April 14 and cocktail & dinner on April 15. Accompanying person cannot attend 

presentations and coffee breaks. 

 

    NOTE: 5% GST to be applied 
 
Refund Policy:  

• Cancellation fee of 25 % between March 17 and April 7, 2024 

• Cancellation fee of 50 % after April 7, 2024 
 
TOTAL Amount: 
A. Pre-conference Seminar(s)  ________ 
B. Annual Conference        ________ 
C. Social Activity    _SOLD OUT_ 
 
SUB-TOTAL:     ________ 
5% GST     ________ 

 
Payment:     ________ 
 

CREDIT CARD: Please complete next page and send ALL 3 pages to 

cgoddard@goddardcom.com or by fax at 1.450.373.7756 

PRE-CONFERENCE SEMINARS  

Before 
February 2  

February 2 
to April 9 

After  
April 9 

MD - Member $     700.00 $     800.00 $     850.00 

MD - Non-Member $     800.00 $     900.00 $     950.00 

Non-MD - Member $     525.00 $     575.00 $     625.00 

Non-MD - Non-Member $     600.00 $     650.00 $     700.00 

Resident/Student/Fellow     $     225.00 $     275.00 $     325.00 

Daily Registration (per day) 
Specify day/date______________ $     425.00 $     475.00 $     525.00 

Accompanying person*     $     225.00 $     225.00 $     225.00 

PRE-CONFERENCE SEMINARS   

COCKTAIL RECEPTION (Tuesday, April 16 - 18:00-19:30 PM) 

Includes 2 drinks, canapés, gratuity  $     55.00/person 

B. ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

C. SOCIAL ACTIVITY (PUB) 
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CREDIT CARD AUTHORIZATION 
 
Canadian Academy of Psychiatry and the Law (CAPL) 
 
Registration Fee: 2024 CAPL Annual Conference – April 14-17, 2024 
 
 
Participant: ____________________________________________ 
 
Name on Credit Card: ____________________________________ 
(if different) 
 

Type of Credit Card:          • Visa       •  Master Card 
 
Credit Card Number: ____________________________________ 
 
Expiration Date (MM/YY): ________________________________ 
 
CVV Number (3-digit number on the back of the card): _________ 
 
 
Total Amount: ____________ 
 
  
Signature of Card Holder: _________________________________  
 
Date: ______________ 
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SPECIFIC LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 

At the end of the presentation, participants will be able to: 
 

1. Strategic Collaboration: Driving Change Through Data & Relationships 
PRESENTER: Hygiea Casiano 

• Appreciate the journey of revamping the forensic program in Manitoba 

• Describe the advantages of using data to drive policy changes, using the example of the Manitoba Centre 
for Health Policy data repository 

• Consider how to strategically collaborate on a national scale to help drive policy change 
 

2. Substance Use in a Correctional Setting 
AUTHOR: Nickie Mathew 

• Recognize the toxidromes related to medications that are used non-medically in a correctional setting 

• Understand the dangers of medication diversion 

• Understand the institutional and clinical management of substance use in a correctional setting 
 
3. The Overrepresentation of FASD Among DOs in Canada 

AUTHORS: Dr. Stephen Lee-Cheong, Mansfield Mela, Monique Reboe-Benjamin 

• Describe the link between FASD and the CJS 

• Describe the overrepresentation of FASD among DOs in Canada 

• Identify the need for prompt screening and diagnosis of FASD 
 
4. A Scoping Review on the Abuse and Misuse Potential of Azapirones: Findings in Individuals with a 

History of Incarceration and Substance Use Disorder 
AUTHORS: Carl Zhou, Philip Yu, Andrew Toyin Olagunju 

• Gain insight into how and why azapirones are abused 

• Identify who may be at elevated risk for azapirone abuse  

• Identify what can be done to prevent azapirone abuse 
 
5. Nabilone for Treatment of PTSD Nightmares in Correctional Populations 

AUTHORS: Kayley Ogilvie-Turner, Andrew Bickle, Graham Glancy, Najat Khalifa 

• Provide an overview of current PTSD treatment guideline  

• Discuss the challenges associated with assessment of PTSD including misattribution and malingering 

• Discuss the case for and against use of Nabilone for treatment of PTSD in correctional settings 
 
6. ADHD in Corrections – Peculiar Challenges and Practical Solutions 

AUTHORS: Natasha Usenko, Daniel J. Slick, Santoch S. Rai, Nickie Mathew, Keith G. Dawson 

• Describe the association between untreated ADHD, patient distress, impaired psychosocial functioning, and 
criminogenic risk with respect to the RNR model 

• Understand the peculiar challenges of assessing and treating ADHD with stimulant medication in both federal and 
provincial correctional facilities.  

• Apply practical solutions to most effectively diagnose and manage ADHD in correctional settings in Canada 
 
7. Ethical Dilemmas in Coercive Interventions: Navigating the Complex Terrain of Forensic Psychiatry 

AUTHOR: Dr. Gary A. Chaimowitz 

• Describe the ethical issues behind coercive interventions in forensic psychiatry 

• Navigate the ethical issues arising out of the use of coercion in forensic psychiatry 

• Consider alternatives to the use of coercion in forensic psychiatry 
 
8. Evaluating the Implementation of an Animal-Assisted Intervention in a Forensic Psychiatry Setting 

AUTHORS: Dr. Mini Mamak, Dr. Gary Chaimowitz, Dr. Heather Moulden, Ms. Bailea Erb, Ms. Amara Robbins, Ms. 
Arianna Davids, Ms. Ashley Palmer, Ms. Kelly Bulley 

• Provide an overview of Animal-Assisted Intervention (AAI), understanding its fundamental concepts and goals in 
therapeutic settings 

• Evaluate the impact of AAI on the psychological and physical well-being of forensic psychiatry staff and patients 

• Apply research findings to inform and guide the implementation of AAI as a potential evidence-based practice in 
forensic psychiatry 
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9. The Importance of Shame and Guilt in Secure Recovery 
AUTHORS: Dr. Sergio Santana, Dr. Oluyemisi Ajeh, Priya Khalsa 

• Discuss how shame and guilt influences the recovery of forensic patients 

• Understand interventions utilized in deconstructing shame and guilt in the process of recovery 

• Discuss the relevance of families when working with shame and guilt 
 
10. Cultivating Confidence in the Practice of Secure Recovery Through Education of Forensic 

Interprofessional Staff 
AUTHORS: Shaheen Darani, Sandy Simpson, Stephanie Penney, Courtney Brennan, Remar Mangaoil, Faisal Islam, 
Treena Wilkie 

• Describe the process of recovery 

• Define recovery oriented care 

• Summarize the learning needs in recovery oriented care amongst forensic inter-professional care staff 
 
11. Secure Recovery Care Education for Forensic Staff – A narrative review 

AUTHORS: Shaheen Darani, Elena Wolff, Amanda Jass, Sandy Simpson 

• Define recovery oriented care 

• Describe effective secure recovery education 

• Summarize the central theme associated with recovery 
 
12. Bias Management: Beating Baked in Bias Potential in Singapore 

AUTHORS: Dr. Jason Lee, Dr. Todd Tomita 

• Understand that that potential bias is inherent to the role the forensic assessor undertakes in conducting forensic 
evaluations 

• Appreciate the role that forensic psychiatric assessment guidelines play in providing a practice metric to measure 
potential bias in a forensic evaluation 

• Identify potential biases that practioners may have in different forensic assessor roles - prosecution or defence 
expert or court appointed assessor 

 
13. An Investigation of Racial Bias among Structured Professional Judgement Risk Ratings 

AUTHORS: Dr. Neil R. Hogan, Dr. Gabriela Corabian 

• Identify specific vulnerabilities to racial bias within the Structured Professional Judgement (SPJ) approach to 
violence risk assessment 

• Describe empirical findings related to the racial on Structured Professional Judgement (SPJ) violence risk ratings 

• Articulate defences of the SPJ approach to violent risk assessment, with respect to the potential for racial 
disparities 

 
14. Forensic Psychiatry across the Gender Binary: Issues in Housing and Care of Transgender Individuals 

AUTHORS: Kineta Valoo, Kineta Valoo, Ipsita Ray 

• Understand the unique challenges and healthcare considerations for trans and gender-diverse populations in 
forensic psychiatric settings 

• Understand recommendations for the provision of gender-affirming care in institutional settings, as outlined by the 
World Professional Association for Transgender Health (WPATH) Standards of Care 

• Consider and discuss the ethical and clinical challenges forensic psychiatric teams may encounter when working 
with trans and gender-diverse individuals 

 
15. The Psychic Life of Violence: Offence-related Posttraumatic Stress 

AUTHOR: Juliette Dupré 

• Identify individual risk factors for offence-related PTSD 

• Understand how the social context of violence influences its consequences on the perpetrator 

• Integrate an understanding of offence-related PTSD into forensic practice 
 
16. PTSD Treatment Guidelines in Civil Law Cases 

AUTHORS: Graham Glancy, Priya Khalsa 

• Understand the current first-line guideline recommendations for PTSD psychotherapy 

• Understand the current first-line guideline recommendations for PTSD treatment length 

• Appreciate PTSD treatment in the context of civil litigation 
 
17. Terrorism Typologies: Pitfalls and Future Directions 

AUTHORS: Najat Khalifa, Philip J. Candilis, Sean D. Cleary, Allen R. Dyer 

• Describe terrorism typologies 

• Have knowledge of the limitations of and challenges associated with terrorism research 

• Identify areas for future research 
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18. Using DASA and APP to Reduce Aggression, Restraints and Seclusion, and PRN Use at a Tertiary 
Mental Health Hospital in Ontario 
AUTHORS: Dr. Elizabeth Coleman, Cathy Duivesteyn 

• Discuss the application of the DASA and APP in forensic settings 

• Describe the benefits of combining the DASA and the APP  

• Discuss the potential to reduce aggression and restrictive practices by applying the DASA and APP real time data 
in a forensic inpatient service 

 
19. AI Assisted Forensic Assessment: Future or Flop? 

AUTHORS: Mario Moscovici, Xiang (Sean) Li, Johann Brink, Roland M. Jones 

• Understand how AI can be used to assist forensic psychiatrists in clinical care 

• Discuss the feasibility of AI in generating forensic psychiatric opinions 

• Discuss the role of bias in AI assisted assessments 
 
20. Using Artificial Intelligence in Predicting Violence: How helpful is it now and could it be? 

AUTHORS: George Wiehahn, Mario Moscovici, Robert McMaster, Roland Jones 

• Demonstrate how AI is applied in predicting violence, as reflected by the current literature 

• Discuss how helpful it currently is in predicting violent behaviour in clinical settings according to current literature 

• Describe the potential usefulness in the future as projected in the current literature 
 
21. Pioneering the Future in Forensic Psychiatry Innovations 

AUTHORS: Dr. Gary Chaimowitz, Dr. Mini Mamak, Ms. Diana Marginean, Ms. Bailea Erb 

• Evaluate the potential benefits and challenges associated with integrating these technologies into the forensic 
psychiatry system, with a focus on improving patient outcomes and staff education 

• Identify alternative applications for these technologies in diverse scenarios and understand how technology can 
be leveraged to enhance patient satisfaction while maintaining ethical and legal considerations 

• Assess the impact of these educational innovations on fostering an environment of curiosity and creativity among 
healthcare professionals, ultimately contributing to continuous improvement in patient care and research 
capabilities 

 
22. System Impacts: How a Single Court Order can Impact Bed Flow 

AUTHORS: Dr. Laeticia Eid, Dr. Amina Ali, Leisha Senko, Dr. Padraig Darby 

• Understand the difference between a Treatment Order and a Warrant of Committal Unfit 

• Learn the pathway for individuals on WOCs and on TOs 

• Discuss the forensic system impact of these legal orders 
 
23. Reforming the Forensic Mental Health System in Québec: A Provincial Project to Optimize Trajectories 

of Forensic Patients 
AUTHORS: Dr. Kim Bédard-Charrette, Dr. Stéphanie Borduas-Pagé, Dr Mathieu Dufour, Dr. Antoine Perreault, Dr. 
Valérie Trottier-Hébert 

• Review the current organization of the Forensic system in Quebec including data of forensic assessments and 
patients under the Review Board 

• Discuss the implications of using the DUNDRUM tools 

• Explore possible optimizations of the trajectories of forensic patients 
 
24. Infrastructure Change: How Toronto’s Court Amalgamation Impacts Patient Pathways 

AUTHORS: Dr. Amina Ali, Dr. Laeticia Eid, Ms. Jennifer Lofft, Ms. Leisha Senko 

• Understand specific challenges from the Toronto Courthouse amalgamation 

• Determine lessons learned/opportunities for growth in future amalgamations 

• Discuss the impact of this change 
 
25. The Canadian Guidelines for Forensic Psychiatry Assessment and Report Writing – Experiences, 

Evaluation and Impact One Year Later 
AUTHORS: Lisa Ramshaw, Mathieu Dufour 

• Describe the framework and components of the Guidelines 

• Appreciate the complexities that accompany the use of Guidelines in various contexts 

• Consider the use of Guidelines in their own practice 
 
26. Application of the Canadian Guidelines for Forensic Psychiatry Assessments in New Brunswick’s 

Legal Practice from the Crown’s Perspective 
AUTHORS: Rebekah Logan, Malika Levesque, Yu Chen Yue, Lisa Ramshaw 

• Identify the variations in the rate of NCR court cases among the reporting provinces and territories 

• Discuss the hypotheses about New Brunswick’s highest rate of NCR court cases in Canada 

• Discuss feedback from New Brunswick’s Crown prosecutors on the use of the Canadian Guidelines for Forensic 
Psychiatry Assessments in provincial courts 
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27. Developing Guidelines for the Causation Analysis in Civil Forensic Psychiatric Assessments 
AUTHORS: Maryana Kravtsenyuk, Charl Els, Mohit Singh, Brendan Leier, Barry Gelinas, Rose M. Carter 

• Understand the legal tests for causation in civil forensics 

• Examine aspects of causations analysis as it applies to practice 

• Identify the key practical points for causation analysis for the future guidelines development 
 

28. Workplace Violence in the COVID Era: Harassment and Threats Against Public Health Professionals in 
Canada 

AUTHOR: Cheryl Regehr 

• Explain the nature of cyberviolence against professionals  
• Enumerate the possible consequences of cyberviolence against professionals  
• Describe the cycle of cyberviolence against professionals  

 
29. A Novel Syndemic of Psychosis, Substance Use, Social Adversity, and Criminal Justice Involvement 

AUTHORS: Bushra M. Khan, Alexander I.F. Simpson 

• Define “syndemic” and understand the history underlying syndemic theory han 

• Apply syndemic theory to the current literature that describes relationships between mental illness and 
criminalization 

• Consider a novel syndemic that integrates psychosis, substance use, criminal justice involvement and social 
adversity and forthcoming quantitative research 

 
30. Lifetime patterns of violence in a cohort of non-forensic patients with Schizophrenia Spectrum 

Disorders 
AUTHOR: Alexander Simpson 

• Understand the importance of life course trajectories in violence 

• Understand how different developmental and clinical factors can be relevant to violence in psychosis 

• Understand possible links to genetic factors 
 
31. A Comparison of People with a Sexual Offence History and People with a Non-Sexual Offence History: 

Substance Use Patterns, Mental Health Needs, and Concurrent Disorders 
AUTHORS: Austin Lam, Tonia Nicholls, Amanda Butler, Sirui Wu, Maureen Olley, Leigh Greiner 

• Describe substance use patterns and mental health needs among individuals with sexual offences 

• Describe differences in substance use patterns and mental health needs between individuals with sexual offences 
compared to individuals with strictly non-sexual offences 

• Identify clinical characteristics differentiating the group of individuals with sexual offences that may inform 
prevention and treatment targets 

 
32. Man’s Best Friend or More than Friends - Psychiatric, Legal and Ethical Approaches to Bestiality and 

Zoophilia 
AUTHORS: Bushra M. Khan, Kineta Valoo, Leisha Senko, Paul Benassi 

• Understand the key definitions and diagnostic and legal differences between zoophilia, interest in sex with 
animals and bestiality 

• Identify how zoophilia may be related to other sexual behaviours and aspects that require clarification in 
paraphilia assessments 

• Appreciate the legal considerations of sex with animals including identifying seminal Canadian case law, 
amendments to the criminal code, comparison between Canadian and international law and finally, reporting 
requirements for practitioners 

 
33. Violence Risk Management Tools Used in Forensic and Acute Psychiatry in North America: a Literature 

Review 
AUTHORS: Maria Alexandra Rosca, Olivier La Charité-Harbec, Jeanne-Marie Allard, Stephanie Borduas-Pagé, 
Alexandre Hudon 

• Recognize the risk violence in psychiatry units in North America 

• Use different risk management tools for violence in psychiatric units in North America 

• Describe the performance of these tools 
 

34. Risk Assessment and Management In Online Sexual Offending 
PRESENTER: Michael Seto 

• List three major forms of online sexual offending 

• Identify three valid risk assessment tools for individuals convicted of child sexual exploitation material offenses 

• Describe important intervention targets for individuals convicted of online sexual offending. 
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35. Examining Retinal Abnormalities in Psychiatric Patients with Schizophrenia using an 
Electroretinogram 
AUTHORS: Dr. Mini Mamak, Dr. John Bradford, Dr. Gary Chaimowitz, Dr. Heather Moulden, Dr. Sebastien Prat, Ms. 
Arianna Davids, Ms. Bailea Erb, Ms. Amara Robbins 

• Understand the key components of the ERG waveform (a-wave, b-wave, PhNR, & OPs) and what information 
they convey 

• Compare ERG recordings from individuals with schizophrenia to recordings from healthy controls 

• Critically evaluate and apply the novel use of ERG as a tool to future psychiatric research 
 
36. It is Advantageous to Have High Psychopathic Traits Unless you Meet Someone of your own Kind: 

Experimental Results from the Prisoner's Dilemma 
AUTHORS: Nathan J. Kolla, Lloyd Balbuena 

• Understand the adaptive model of psychopathy  

• Understand the Prisoner's Dilemma Game 

• Understand the Levenson Self-Report Psychopathy Scale 
 
37. A Bibliometric Analysis of Research in the Field of Forensic Psychiatry 

AUTHORS: Mark Mohan Kaggwa, Gary Andrew Chaimowitz, Bailea Erb, Sébastien Prat, Arianna Davids, Heather 
Moulden, John Bradford, Andrew Toyin Olagunju  

• Describe the trends in forensic psychiatry research and main areas studied 

• Enumerate the major players (researchers and institutions) in forensic psychiatry research 

• Gain some knowledge about bibliometric analysis 
 
38. The Needs and Wants of a Medical Student in a Forensic Psychiatry Learning Environment 

AUTHORS: Genna Daniela Di Pinto, Claudia Wakulchyk, Curtis Woods, Maryana Kravtsenyuk 

• Learn about current aspects of exposure to forensic psychiatry in medical school 

• Understand the perspective of the undergraduate medical trainee and what appeals to them to choose the field of 
forensic psychiatry 

• Understand the next step that are needed in the field of forensic psychiatry to better recruit and retail future 
generations of specialists 

 
39. Seeking Out-of-Province Forensic Psychiatry Training - A Tale of Three Psychiatrists 

AUTHORS: Julie Bérubé-Fortin, Xiang (Sean) Li, Lily Van 

• Understand the potential benefits and challenges of mobility during postgraduate training 

• Discuss personal experiences of mobility across Canadian provinces and its impact on future forensic psychiatry 
practice 

• Explore strategies for preparing for an out-of-province educational experience 
 
40. Staff Supervised Community Access for Forensic Psychiatric Patients: Patient Demographics, Risk 

Characteristics, and Adverse Events 
AUTHORS: Christian Farrell, Karen L. Petersen, Peri Hanzouli, Tonia L. Nicholls 

• Define staff supported community outings (SSCO) and understand the nature and therapeutic benefits SSCOs 
offer to forensic patients 

• Describe the sociodemographic, clinical, and risk characteristics of patients who attend SSCO  

• Develop an understanding of the frequency and nature of adverse events that occurred during patient outings into 
the community 

 
41. Media Representation and Public Perception of Forensic Absconders 

AUTHORS: Ms. Hira Aslam, Dr. Mark Kaggwa, Ms. Arianna Davids, Dr. John Bradford, Dr. Heather Moulden, Dr. Mini 
Mamak, Dr. Gary Chaimowitz 

• Understand how forensic absconders are characterized in the media 

• Develop a more nuanced understanding of how the community perceives incidents of forensic absconding 

• Understand how media representation of forensic absconders contributes to stigmatization of this group 
 
42. Retrospective Qualitative and Descriptive Analysis of Community Treatment Orders in the Province of 

Quebec for the Year 2022 
AUTHORS: Alexandre Hudon, Ann-Julie Huberdeau, Jad Awad, Stéphanie Borduas Pagé 

• Identify the demographical situation of CTOs in the province of Quebec  

• Recognize the risk factors and clinical data presented in the CTOs judgments and their relationship with the 
outcome of the requests for CTOs 

• Identify the proportion of patients for whom CTOs are requested and who are under the aegis of the provincial 
Review Board 
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43. No Longer a Significant Threat? Patterns and Predictors of Reoffending Post Absolute Discharge 
AUTHORS: Roland Jones, Alexander Simpson, Tamsen Kitt, Marco Kilada, Stephanie Penney  

• Describe rates of reoffending post absolute discharge 

• Discuss predictors of reoffending in this population 

• Explain utility and limitations of risk prediction models for this population 
 

44. National Trajectory Project–Community (NTP-C): A Pan-Canadian Exploration of Opportunities and 
Obstacles to Successful Community Reintegration of Canadian Forensic Psychiatric Patients 
PRESENTERS: Tonia Nicholls, Ann Crocker  

• Describe the psychosocio-criminological characteristics, risks and needs of Canadian forensic psychiatric 
patients  

• Discuss post-discharge trajectories of people returning to the community from admissions to forensic psychiatric 
hospitals across Canada 

• Articulate implications for practice 
 

45. Poster Session 
A. Survival of the Fitness: On the Evolution of Standing Trial in Canada 
AUTHORS: Dennis E. Curry, Ajay Prakash 

• Describe Canadian legislative history related to the fitness rules 

• Describe historical case law in relation to the fitness rules 

• Describe the concepts of best interests as they relate to the fitness regime 
 

B. Survey of Perceived Barriers to Forensic Psychiatry Training 
AUTHORS: Jiyoung Hwang, Mariska Batohi, Elise Lowden, Hygiea Casiano 

• Describe the current barriers for general psychiatry residents seeking training in forensic psychiatry 

• Identify misconceptions held by general psychiatry residents about forensic psychiatry subspecialty program and 
forensic psychiatrist’s scope of practice 

• Discuss ways to address these barriers and misconceptions 
 

C. Schizophrenia Spectrum and Other Psychotic Disorders in Intrafamilial Homicide 
AUTHORS: Jiyoung Hwang, Shuying Zheng, Pierre Gagné, Dominique Bourget 

• List the types of intrafamilial homicide and identify the most common type linked to psychosis 

• Identify indicators for increased risk of violence in predisposed individuals  
• Understand the prevalence of psychotic symptoms that lead to intrafamilial homicides 

 
D. System Redesign to Address Solitary Confinement – Toolkit for Healthcare Providers 
AUTHORS: Austin Lam, Claire Bodkin, Michael Menconi, Baijayanta Mukhopadhyay, Jenna Webber, Nooshin Nikoo, 
Ruth Elwood Martin  

• Explain ongoing work by the College of Family Physicians of Canada (CFPC) Prison Health Member Interest 
Group Section (MIGS) to develop a toolkit to address solitary confinement 

• Describe the purpose and context of the toolkit for healthcare providers 

• Discuss efforts being made by the CFPC Prison Health MIGS to support healthcare providers to contribute to 
system redesign and reform addressing solitary confinement 

 
E. Cultural Safety in Forensic Mental Health Services: A Literature Review 
AUTHORS: Yang Bo Zhang, Treena Wilkie, Leighton Schreyer 

• Appreciate the significance of cultural safety within forensic mental health services 

• Identify barriers and facilitators of cultural safety within forensic mental health services 

• Review and consider recommendations regarding cultural safety strategies within practice, research, and/or 
policies 

 
F. Psychiatry in the Metaverse: A Needs-Based Framework for Metaverse Mental Health Support 
AUTHORS: Tomer Jordi Chaffer, Claudia Lamschtein 

• Describe elements like secure communication and user-friendly interfaces tailored for the metaverse, enhancing 
understanding and application in virtual mental health settings 

• assessing metaverse platforms, discerning their capabilities and potential risks for individuals with mental health 
conditions, aiding informed platform selection 

• Navigate ethical challenges related to sexual assault incidents in virtual environments, addressing issues of 
informed consent, user privacy, and ethical forensic psychiatry practices 

 
46. Complex Presentations for Fitness to Stand Trial - a Case of Folie à Deux and Intellectual Disability 

AUTHORS: Floyd Wood, Jiyoung Hwang 

• Utilize strategies to restore fitness when folie à deux is present 

• Describe strategies to implement therapeutic jurisprudence for individuals with intellectual disabilities 

• Apply strategies to reduce recidivism for individuals with intellectual disabilities 
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47. R v Bharwani: Fitness to Stand Trial – Where Are We Now? Has it changed? 
AUTHORS: Joanne Capozzi, Maryana Kravtsenyuk 

• Realize the potential impacts of R v Bharwani in judicial process 

• Identify changes that occurred in the Mental Health Court room following an updated case law 

• Describe the current state of the law on fitness to stand trial and explore its potential effects on forensic 
psychiatric evaluation 

 
48. Why the West is Best; Comparing Treatment Capacity Under the MHA BC vs ON 

AUTHOR: Georgia Walton  

• Understand differences in treatment capacity between MHA BC and ON 

• Comprehend how capacity legislation is applied by psychiatrists in the Interior Health Authority, BC 

• Consider potential changes to MHA BC given current charter challenge 
 
49. High Risk Accused (HRA): A follow-up on Recent Experiences in Québec (Highest Numbers of HRA) 

and a Review of Characteristics of NCR-MD Designated HRA  
AUTHORS: Rebecca L. Douglas, Mathieu Dufour, Annie-Pierre Ouimet-Comtois, Zoë Selhi, Zoe Fletcher 

• Review the HRA criteria and its implications for outing privileges 

• Compare the population of HRA accused with the NCR accused sample described in the National Trajectory 
Project (NTP) 

• Explore the implications of recent Superior Court decisions with regards to HRA 
 
50. Fitness Redefined? An Analysis of the Recent Bharwani Decision 

AUTHOR: Shawn Baldeo  

• Exlpain the Taylor decision and its influence on fitness assessments 

• Understand the Ontario Court of Appeal's decision in R v Bharwani, [2023] OJ No. 1208 and its potential impact 
on fitness assessments 

• Describe possible interpretations of key terms within the Bharwani decision which can shift the bar for fitness to a 
higher standard 

 
51. A Winning Combination? Amisulpride and Clozapine for Treatment-Resistant Schizophrenia in 

Forensic Inpatients 
AUTHORS: Melanie Strike, Amanjot Sandhu, Esa Leinonen 

• Understand the societal and individual burden of treatment-resistant schizophrenia among the forensic inpatient 
population, in particular clozapine-refractory illness 

• Recognize the link between violence risk and clozapine-resistant positive symptoms of schizophrenia in forensic 
patients 

• Appreciate the potential role for the atypical antipsychotic amisulpride in optimizing positive schizophrenia 
symptoms in clozapine-refractory individuals  

 
52. Reboot - the Washout Experience 

AUTHORS: Julie Bérubé-Fortin, Marieke Berwald, Isabelle Combey, Nancy Légaré 

• Explore the rationale for medication washout 

• Understand the theoretical basis and research into medication washout 

• Use a framework on how to conduct a medication washout 
 
53. Changing Habits Around Nicotine Replacement Therapy in a Secure Mental Health Setting 

AUTHORS: Amanjot Sandhu, Melanie Strike, Esa Leinonen 

• Describe one way to address the misuse of nicotine replacement therapy 

• Discuss the cost associated with nicotine replacement therapy at a program level 

• Enumerate ways to address smoking cessation in a secure mental health setting 
 
54. The use of Non-Invasive Brain Stimulation Techniques to Modulate Criminogenic Risk Factors: New 

Frontiers in Forensic Psychiatry 
AUTHORS: Najat Khalifa, Andrew Bickle 

• Discuss the basic principles of Non-Invasive Brain Stimulation (NIBS) techniques such Transcranial Magnetic 
Stimulation (TMS) and transcranial Direct Current Stimulation (tDCS) 

• Discuss the potential applications of TMS and tDCS in forensic practice 

• Identify areas for future research 
 
55. Serving a Life Sentence for Assault: An Interdisciplinary Approach to the Management of Complex and 

Long-term Patients Under the Provincial Review Board 
AUTHORS: Misha Hartfeil, Cathy Duivesteyn, Andrea Gibas, Mackenzie Brooks 

• Identify factors which contribute to longer duration of forensic mental health system involvement 

• Develop an interdisciplinary team approach to the management of this patient population 

• Address challenges and obstacles to this approach from the perspective of various disciplines.  
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